Leonardo: Miami-Dade Fire Rescue (MDFR) upgrades helicopter fleet with
delivery of first AW139 helicopter


MDFR ordered four AW139s in December 2019 for fire suppression, emergency
medical services, and search and rescue



Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos A. Giménez: “As a former firefighter, I’ve been ver y
impressed with this world-class search-and-rescue helicopter. Replacing an tiqu ated
helicopters, the AW139 is a vital addition to Miami-Dade Fire Rescue’s fleet. They will
provide a heightened level of safety and security for ou r F ire Rescue wo rker s an d
those whose lives they work to save.”



Over 1000 AW139s delivere d to customers worldwide to date, more than 280
operators in over 70 countries using the type for a wide range of civil, public service
and military roles

Miami, 14 October 2020 - Leonardo is pleased to announce that Miami-Dade Fire Rescue (MDFR) has
taken delivery of its first AW139 helicopter. The October 13 handoff included a small ceremony at Miami
Executive Airport (TMB) in Miami-Dade County, Florida. Officials from the County, including Mayor
Carlos A. Giménez, spoke at the event.
“As a former firefighter, I’ve been very impressed with this world-class search-and-rescue helicopter,”
Mayor Giménez said. “Replacing antiquated helicopters, the AW139 is a vital addition to Miami-Dade
Fire Rescue’s fleet. They will provide a heightened level of safety and security for our Fire Rescue
workers and those whose lives they work to save.”
MDFR ordered four AW139 aircraft in December 2019 for fire suppression, emergency medical
services, and search and rescue missions. Each helicopter features a cargo hook, rescue hoist and
Bambi bucket. The remaining three aircraft are expected to be delivered by the end of 2020.
MDFR protects people, property, and the environment by providing proactive responsive professional
and humanitarian fire rescue services essential to public health, safety and well-being. MDFR operates
71 fire-rescue stations within unincorporated Miami-Dade County and serves 29 municipalities. Due to
the impressive scope of its rescue operations, Miami-Dade Air Rescue frequently provides mutual aid
support to neighboring counties including Monroe, Collier, Broward and Lee.
Miami-Dade is the most populous county in Florida with over 2.7 million people and more than 2,000
square miles (larger than the states of Rhode Island and Delaware). From the coral reefs to the
Everglades the unique subtropical environment of South Florida makes this area unlike any other in the
United States.

Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top ten world players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s m a i n
industrial company. Organized into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kin gd om ,
Poland and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries such as Leonardo DRS (de fense electronics), and joint venture s a n d
partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. Leonardo competes in the most important international m a rk e t s
by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircra ft, Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber S e cu ri t y a n d
Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2019 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues of €13.8 bill ion a n d i n ve st e d
€1.5 billion in Research and Development. The Group has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability In d ex (DJS I ) si n ce 2 0 1 0 a n d
became Industry leader of Aerospace & Defence sector of DJSI in 2019.

With over 1000 deliveries to date, the AW139 is the most successful global helicopter program in the last
15 years. More than 280 operators in over 70 countries use the AW139 for a wide variety of missions
including fire suppression, emergency medical service, search and rescue, security/ law enforcement,
energy services, and private transport. Leonardo is committed to serving and protecting communities
around the world, contributing to their sustainable growth by leading in next generation technologies.
Partnering with Governments, private organizations and industries for the best security and safety
capabilities is a cornerstone of the Leonardo’s BeTomorrow2030 Strategic Plan.
In the United States, AW139 customers include the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD), New Jersey
and Maryland States Police Departments, among many others. The US Air Force (USAF) will soon
introduce the AW139-based Boeing MH-139 to replace the UH-1N fleet.

