Leonardo-Finmeccanica: first Royal Navy AW101 Merlin Mk4 makes its
maiden flight
• The UK Defence Equipment & Support (DE&S) expressed appreciation for the milestone
• First of 25 Royal Navy AW101 Merlin helicopter upgrades completed as part of the UK
MoD Merlin Life Sustainment Programme (MSLP) contract awarded in January 2014
• Delivery of the 25 aircraft will take place between 2017 and 2020
• The AW101 Merlin Mk4 will deliver enhanced capability for the Royal Navy’s Commando
Helicopter Force and benefit from commonality with the Merlin Mk2
Rome, 21 November 2016 – Leonardo-Finmeccanica announced today the first AgustaWestland
AW101 Merlin Mk4 successfully completed its maiden flight on 24th October 2016 at its Yeovil
facility in southwest England. Leonardo is upgrading 25 Royal Navy Merlin Mk3/3A aircraft to
Merlin Mk4/4A standard as part of the Merlin Life Sustainment Programme (MLSP) contract. The
MLSP contract is valued at £330 million and was awarded in January 2014 by the UK Ministry of
Defence (MoD). Deliveries of aircraft will start in 2017 and continue through to 2020 with the work
being performed at Leonardo’s Yeovil facility.
The AW101 Merlin Mk4/4A aircraft are fully optimised for ship operations and includes automatic
main rotor blade folding and tail fold. The aircraft are also fitted with the same cockpit as the Royal
Navy’s Merlin Mk2 aircraft, giving the Merlin fleet a common cockpit featuring five 10” x 8”
integrated display units, two touch screen units for controlling the aircraft’s systems and mission
equipment, as well as two cursor control devices for cursor control of the tactical displays. The
AW101 Merlin Mk4 will deliver enhanced capability for the Royal Navy’s Commando Helicopter
Force. The Merlin Mk4 and Mk4A aircraft will be supported through the existing Integrated Merlin
Operational Support (IMOS) contract, which has been in place since 2006 with Leonardo as prime
contractor.
Royal Navy Captain Kieran O’Brien, the Defence Equipment & Support (DE&S) Merlin Helicopter
Project Team Leader, said: “This is a great day and a most significant achievement in the Merlin
Life Sustainment Programme. The conversion of the Mk3/3a Merlin to Mk4/4a has been a real
success story so far against demanding timelines and this first flight is excellent news for our Royal
Navy ‘Junglie’ customers. The work that goes into preparing for the first flight of a new mark of
aircraft is never trivial and this milestone is only made possible due to an excellent team effort led
by DE&S and Leonardo Helicopters. We still have a lot of work to do but when the programme is
complete the Commando Helicopter Force (CHF) will have a very capable Commando Helicopter
aircraft ready to fully operate in its maritime environment.”
Note
Following the process of the reorganisation of the Leonardo-Finmeccanica Group’s companies, it should be noted that from January 1st 2016: the
“Helicopters” division has absorbed the activities of AgustaWestland; the “Aircraft” division has absorbed part of the activities of Alenia Aermacchi; the
“Aero-structures” division has absorbed part of the activities of Alenia Aermacchi; the “Airborne & Space Systems” division has absorbed part of the
activities of Selex ES; the “Land & Naval Defence Electronics” division has absorbed part of the activities of Selex ES; the “Security & Information
Systems” division has absorbed part of the activities of Selex ES; the “Defence Systems” division has absorbed the activities of OTO Melara and WASS.

Leonardo-Finmeccanica is among the top ten global players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main industrial company.
As a single entity from January 2016, organised into business divisions (Helicopters; Aircraft; Aero-structures; Airborne & Space
Systems; Land & Naval Defence Electronics; Defence Systems; Security & Information Systems), Leonardo-Finmeccanica operates in
the most competitive international markets by leveraging its areas of technology and product leadership. Listed on the Milan Stock
Exchange (LDO), at 31 December 2015 Finmeccanica recorded consolidated revenues of 13 billion Euros and has a significant
industrial presence in Italy, the UK and the U.S.

