Caselle SUD - Strada del Malanghero
C.A.P. 10072 Caselle Torinese (Torino)
Press Office
Tel. +39 011 9230777
pressoffice@alenia.it
www.aleniaaermacchi.it
Twitter: @AleniaAermacchi

PRESS RELEASE

Dubai, 18th November 2013
Alenia Aermacchi and Italian Air Force sign an agreement to provide
development and industrialization of MC-27J Praetorian

Alenia Aermacchi (a Finmeccanica Company) and the Aeronautica Militare (Italian Air Force)
signed today, during the Dubai Airshow 2013, an agreement to provide development, testing,
certification, industrialization and logistic support of the Praetorian. The Praetorian, a specialized
version of the MC-27J, will support missions for the Italian Special Forces, Comando Operativo
Forze Speciali (COFS).
The Praetorian project will consist of two phases. During Phase One, Alenia Aermacchi will
develop and deliver a prototype of the Praetorian to the Italian Air Force in spring 2014,
immediately followed by testing in an operational scenario. Phase Two will encompass the
industrialization of the Praetorian configuration and related logistic support.
The Italian Air Force plan to transform three C-27J’s, currently in service, into the Praetorian
configuration during 2016 and will include mission systems, C3ISR equipment and palletized
support / fire systems. An additional three aircraft will also have the same mission package
capabilities.
Alenia Aermacchi, in partnership with US based ATK, will develop the Praetorian mission and airto-ground support systems. Selex ES, a Finmeccanica Company, will partner with Alenia
Aermacchi for the communication and data link equipment.
The MC-27J is an advanced defense system jointly developed by Alenia Aermacchi and ATK. The
MC-27J is based on the C-27J, the most state-of-the-art twin-engine turboprop tactical transport
aircraft currently available on the market providing unequalled performance. The ability to
accommodate NATO standard pallets allows a wide range of palletized roll-on/roll-off solutions
increasing the effectiveness of its tactical and strategic mission capabilities at lower costs,
benefitting the Comando Operativo Forze Speciali (COFS) particularly strict operating
requirements.

Alenia Aermacchi, a Finmeccanica company, has a role of primary importance in the world’s civil and defence aeronautical industry,
counts a total workforce of ca. 11,000 people and operates in the design, development, production and integrated support of commercial
and military aircraft, trainers, unmanned aerial vehicles and aerostructures. In 2012 it reported revenues of € 2.97 billions, orders of € 3.2
billions and a backlog of € 8.8 billions.

