COSMO-SkyMed

THE COSMO-SKYMED
PROGRAMME
COSMO-SkyMed is one of the most innovative Earth observation programmes and is
financed by the Italian Space Agency, the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Education,
Universities and Scientific Research. The COSMO-SkyMed system involves a constellation of
four satellites equipped with radar sensors that can operate under any weather or visibility
conditions and with a very high revisit frequency.
COSMO-SkyMed was developed by Thales Alenia Space (a Thales/Finmeccanica company),
the prime contractor and company with responsibility for the whole system including the
space and ground segments.
Telespazio (a Finmeccanica/Thales company) built the system’s entire ground segment, civil
and military, and the integrated logistics/operations segment. The Matera Space Centre,
managed by e-GEOS (Telespazio 80%/ASI 20%) is responsible for the acquisition, processing
and distribution of the data gathered by the COSMO-SkyMed satellites for civil applications.
COSMO-SkyMed was conceived as a programme to meet civil (environment, civil protection,
Oil&Gas) and defence objectives (surveillance). The overall features of the system allow it to
interoperate with other systems and to be used within the context of international
agreements. In particular, COSMO-SkyMed is able to meet the stringent operating
requirements of the European Union/ESA Copernicus programme.
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