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PRESS RELEASE

Finmeccanica: maiden flight for the first F-35 made in Italy

Cameri, 7 September 2015. The first F-35 assembled in Italy at Finmeccanica – Alenia Aermacchi’s
production facilities, has made its maiden flight successfully at Cameri’s Italian Air Force Base (near
Novara). The F-35 is a new-generation multi-role aircraft with stealth characteristics, namely low radar
observability, produced within the Joint Strike Fighter international programmme, led by the U.S.
company Lockheed Martin.
Following its participation in the design phase through teams integrated with Lockheed Martin,
Finmeccanica, through Alenia Aermacchi, is the industrial lead at national level for over 25 Italian
companies. In detail, the Group is responsible for the assembly of the airplanes for the Italian Air
Force, and part of those for the Dutch Air Force. Furthermore, the Cameri site is also the second
production line for the wing components in addition to the main line managed directly by Lockheed
Martin. The Cameri site has also been selected as the logistics support centre for aircraft in Europe.
Finmeccanica is also involved in the production of some of the aircraft’s electronic components
through Selex ES.
The success of the maiden flight testifies to Finmeccanica’s ability to respect its production
commitments within a highly challenging programme under the industrial and technological profile. The
programme foresees important technological and employment returns for Finmeccanica and the
companies involved.

Finmeccanica is Italy’s leading manufacturer in the high technology sector and ranks among the top ten global players in
Aerospace, Defence and Security. Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (FNC IM; SIFI.MI), in 2014 Finmeccanica generated
revenues of 14.6 billion Euro. With 273 locations and production facilities in 20 countries, Finmeccanica is a multinational and
multicultural group which boasts a significant presence in four markets: Italy, the United Kingdom, the U.S. and Poland.
Finmeccanica’s core business activities are in the following sectors: Helicopters (AgustaWestland), Defence Electronics and
Security (Selex ES, DRS Technologies), Aeronautics (Alenia Aermacchi). The company also has a significant position in Space
(Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space), Defence Systems (OTO Melara, WASS, MBDA) and Transportation (Ansaldo STS,
AnsaldoBreda).

